
8th Grade Unit 4

Grade Level: 8th Grade
Unit Name: Word Meanings/Argumentative Writing
Pacing: 36-40 days

Priority Standards:

8.RL.1.A Draw conclusions, infer,
and analyze by citing the textual
evidence that most strongly
supports an analysis of what the
text says explicitly as well as
inferences drawn from the text.
DOK 3
8.RL.1.B Determine the meaning of
words and phrases as they are
used in the text, including figurative
and connotative meanings using
context, affixes, or reference
materials. DOK 2

8.RI.1.A Draw conclusions, infer,
and analyze by citing the textual
evidence that most strongly
supports an analysis of what the
text says explicitly as well as
inferences drawn from the text.
DOK 3

8.RI.3.D Read and comprehend
informational text independently and
proficiently.  DOK 3

Learning Targets:

8.RL.1.A
● I can draw conclusions by

citing several pieces of text
evidence that support a review
of what the fiction text says.

● I can infer by citing several
pieces of text evidence that
support a review of what the
fiction text says.

● I can cite several pieces of text
evidence when studying what
is inferred by the fiction text
and what is stated directly.

8.RL.1.B
● I can determine the meanings

of words and phrases as they
are used in the text, using
context, affixes, or reference
materials.

● I can determine the figurative
meanings of words and
phrases, using context, affixes,
or reference materials.

● I can determine the

Supporting Standards:

8RL.3.B Explain how contemporary
texts make use of archetypal
characters or universal themes from
older or traditional texts.

8RL.3.D Read and comprehend
literature, including stories, dramas,
and poems, independently and
proficiently.

8.RI.2.A Analyze how an author's
choice concerning a text's
organization or overall structure
contributes to meaning.

8.SL.1.A Follow rules for collegial
discussions and decision making,
track progress toward specific goals
and deadlines, and define individual
roles as needed.

8.SL.2.A-Speak audibly and to the
point, using conventions of language
as appropriate to task, purpose, and



Writing:
8.W.2.A.cFollow a writing process
to produce clear and coherent
writing in which the development,
organization, style, and voice are
appropriate to the task, purpose,
and audience; develop writing with
narrative, expository, and
argumentative techniques  DOK 3
Argumentative: Develop
argumentative writing by introducing
and supporting a claim with clear
reasons and relevant evidence;
acknowledging counterclaims; and
establishing relationships among
claims, counterclaims, and
supporting evidence. DOK 3

8.SL.1.B Delineate a speaker’s
argument and claims, evaluating
reasoning and sufficiency of
evidence in order to pose questions
that connect the ideas of several
speakers and respond to others'
questions and comments with
relevant evidence, observations,
and ideas.

8.SL.1.C Acknowledge new
information expressed by others
including those presented in diverse

connotative meanings of words
and phrases, using context,
affixes, or reference materials.

8.RI.1.A
● I can draw conclusions by

citing several pieces of text
evidence that support a review
of what the nonfiction text
says.

● I can infer by citing several
pieces of text evidence that
support a review of what the
nonfiction text says.

● I can cite several pieces of text
evidence when studying what
is inferred by the nonfiction
text and what is stated directly.

8.RI.3.D
I can read and comprehend

informational text on my own and
proficiently.

Writing:

8.W.2.Ac
● I can follow a writing process

to develop argumentative
writing.

● I can produce clear and
coherent argumentative writing

audience when presenting including
appropriate volume, clear
articulation, and accurate
pronunciation at an understandable
pace.

8.SL.2.B-Make consistent eye
contact with a range of listeners
when speaking, using effective
gestures to communicate a clear
viewpoint and engage listeners.

8.SL.2.C Plan and deliver
appropriate presentations based on
the task, audience, and purpose
integrating multimedia into
presentations to clarify information,
strengthen claims and evidence, and
add interest.



media and, when warranted, qualify
or justify their own views in light of
evidence presented. DOK 3

with appropriate development,
organization, style, and voice.

● I can produce argumentative
writing appropriate to the task,
purpose, and audience.

● I can develop writing using
argumentative techniques.

● I can develop argumentative
writing by introducing and
supporting a claim with clear
reasons and relevant
evidence.

● I can develop argumentative
writing by introducing and
supporting a claim with clear
reasons and relevant
evidence.

● I can acknowledge
counterclaims and establish
relationships between claims
and supporting evidence

● I can develop informative /
explanatory writing to examine
a topic with relevant facts,
examples and details.

● I can establish relationships
between ideas and supporting
evidence.

8.SL.1.B

I can evaluate an author’s



claims and arguments and decide
whether his reasoning is sound.

I can connect an author’s ideas
and respond to questions and
comments

8.SL.1.C
I can acknowledge new

information expressed by others.
I can justify or qualify the views

of others when evidence is presented.

8.SL.2.A
● I can speak audibly and to the

point when presenting.
● I can use conventions of

language that are appropriate
to the task, purpose, and
audience when presenting.

● I can use appropriate volume,
clear articulation, and accurate
pronunciation at an
understandable pace.

Big Ideas:

There are two sides to every story.

Essential Unit Questions:

Why is it ok to disagree with others'
opinions or beliefs?

Vocabulary:

Cite
Figurative



Connotative
Analyze
Draw conclusions


